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O Democracy is all about choice. This

choice can be better expressed by
giving the voters an opportunity to
verbalize themselves unreservedly
and by imposing least restrictions on
their ability to make such a choice.
By providing ‘None of the Above’
(NOTA) button in the EVMs, it will
accelerate the effective political
participation in the present state of
democratic system and the voters in
fact will be empowered. We are of
the considered view that in bringing
out this right to cast negative vote
at a time when electioneering is in

Rz

full swing, it will foster the purity of
the electoral process and also fulfill
one of its objective, namely, wide
participation of people.

Such an option gives the voter the
right to express his disapproval
with the kind of candidates that are
being put up by the political parties.
When the political parties will realize
that a large number of people are
expressing their disapproval with the
candidates being put up by them,
gradually there will be a systemic
change and the political parties will
be forced to accept the will of the
people and field candidates who are
known for their integrity.

A provision of negative voting would
be in the interest of promoting
democracy as it would send clear
signals to political parties and their
candidates as to what the electorate
think about them.

Free and fair elections would alone
guarantee the growth of a healthy
democracy in the country. The
‘Fair’ denotes equal opportunity to
all people. Universal adult suffrage
conferred on the citizens of India by
the Constitution has made it possible
for these millions of individual
voters to go to the polls and thus
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participate in the governance of
our country. For democracy to
survive, it is essential that the best
available men should be chosen as
people’s representatives for proper
governance of the country. This can
be best achieved through men of
high moral and ethical values, who
win the elections on a positive vote.
Thus in a vibrant democracy, the
voter must be given an opportunity
to choose none of the above
(NOTA) button, which will indeed
compel the political parties to
nominate a sound candidate. This
situation palpably tells us the dire
need of negative voting. g} Ieeig
TRYB! IR Faled  3reTerda]
HeTET e fygens Ste e
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